Legh, Esq. M. P. rg^IIE following interesting account of the mcphitic vapour of a 1 cavern is taken from the above work. " We were bent on going, and the Arabs at last undertook to be our guides for a reward of twenty-five piastres-After an hour's inarch in the desert, we arrived at the spot, M'hich we found to be a pit or accidentally scorched one of them. I mention this trivial circumstance, because afterwards it gave occasion to a most ridiculous, though to us very important, discussion.* So far the story of the Greek was true, and it remained only to explore the galleries where the Arabs had formerly taken refuge, and where, without doubt, were deposited the mummies we were searching for. We had all of us torches, and our guides insisted upon our placing ourselves in such a way, that an Arab was before each of us.
Account of the Mephitic Vapour of a Cavern. 475 to strip, and proposed to us to do the same: we partly followed their example, but kept on our trowsers and shirts. 1 had by me a brace of pocket pistols, which I concealed in my trowsers, to be prepared against any treacherous attempt of our guides. It was now decided that three of the four Arabs should go with us, while the other remained on the outside of the cavern. The Abyssinian merchant declined going any farther. The sailors remained also on the outside to take care of our clothes. We formed, therefore, a party of six; each was to be preceded by a guide?our torches were lighted?one of the Arabs led the way,?-and I followed him. 6i We crept for seven or eight yards through an opening at the bottom of the pit, which was partly choaked up with the drifted sand of the desert, and found ourselves in a large chamber about fifteen feet high.
u This was probably the place into which the Greek, Demetrius, had penetrated; and here we observed what he had described, the fragments of the mummies of crocodiles. We saw also great numbers of bats flying about, and hanging from the roof of the chamber. Whilst holding up my torch to examine the vault, I accidentally scorched one of them. I mention this trivial circumstance, because afterwards it gave occasion to a most ridiculous, though to us very important, discussion.* So far the story of the Greek was true, and it remained only to explore the galleries where the Arabs had formerly taken refuge, and where, without doubt, were deposited the mummies we were searching for. We had all of us torches, and our guides insisted upon our placing ourselves in such a way, that an Arab was before each of us.
Though there appeared something mysterious in this order of march, we did not dispute with them, but proceeded. We now entered a low gallery, in which we continued for more thau an hour, stooping or creeping as was necessary, and following its windings, till at last it opened into a large chamber, which, after some time, we recognized as the one we had first entered, and from which we had se-t out.
Our conductors, however, denied that it was the same, but on our persisting in the assertion, agreed at last that it was, and confessed they had missed their way the first time, but if we would make another attempt tluy would undertake to conduct us to the mummies. Our curiosity was still unsatisfied; we had been wandering for more than an hour in low subterranean passages, and felt considerably fatigued by the irksomeness of the posture in which we had been obliged to move, and the heat of our torches in those narrow and low galleries. But the Arabs spoke so confidently of succeeding in this second trial, that we were induced once more to attend them. We found the opening of the chamber which we now approached guarded to be the fever, of which she recovered; nearly all the family became afterwards ill of the same complaint, of which the father died. I have since heard of other cases of a similar nature. But the fever certainly did not strongly partake of this character, for servants, nurses, and medical attendants, who were particularly exposed to the disease, did not suffer from it more than others. In the two larger colleges, only one case occurred within the walls of each. The proportion of cases that died of this disease was certainly great. It would be extremely difficult to ascertain the exact number of persons that were ill, nor would it be more easy to find out, in the number of deaths that occurred in the town of Cambridge, how many arose from this cause. In the university it was generally understood that nine persons had died of fever; and, from all I can collect, it would appear that the number of decided cases was less than fifty. Many others were indisposed, but not to a degree to excite any alarm, and readily got well with the use only ofsome evacuant medicines.
" It is remarkable, that this fever confined its attacks^ with few exceptions, to young persons. In the town, the children were the chief sufferers, and many died, especially amongst the poor. In the university, it was the younger part only that was ill; of those who died the oldest was about twenty-five, and the others were frooi nineteen to twenty three years of age; I do not know a single member of the university above thirty years old who was ill of fever.
tt As Cambridge has always, and with great justice, been considered as an extremely healthy town> I may be expected in this placf place to say something about the cause of the late unhealthiness of the place : but, as this is a subject on which much difference of opinion exists, I shall avoid entering upon it for the present, and shall only observe, that I ana disposed to attribute it, in great measure, to the state of the drains and ditches, which have been much neglected of late, whilst the population has greatly increased.* The cause, whatever it might be, was apparently local: for some time, the disease did not show itself in the neighbouring villages,, and, when it did make its appearance, it was only in a partial manner; nor did those villages, whose situation is low, suffer more than others.
